


PRICE £1000 TYPE AV RECEIVER ON SALE NOW

Arcam DiVA AVR250

Superb multichannel receiver for movies and music

Verdict 00000

Wesay...

It's great to see a British
manufacturer tackle the
Japanese giants head-on, and
Arcam has come up trumps
with a superb all-rounder

Arcam's steady transformation

continues apace. The firm, formerly
considered one of Britain’s most popular
specialist hi-fi brands, is gradually
reinventing itself as a purveyor of top-class
home cinema kit, one able to compete
head-on with the finest that Japan can
offer. The new AVR250 is another
significant step along that path, and it’s

the company’s boldest move to date.

Here’s why. So far, Arcam has avoided
direct confrontation with the likes of
Denon and Yamaha. The company’s
flagship kit, the AV8 processor and P7
power amplifier, while hugely impressive,
costs £5500. Its £1300 AVR300 receiver,
while much more affordable, also occupies
itsown ‘premium’ niche, being more
expensive than many Japanese rivals.

Butthe AVR250 is different. Like the
AVR300, this integrated receiver proudly
bears more-or-less every home cinema
badge currently on offer. The new receiver
| simply trades a few of its bigger brother’s
niceties —a little power here, a fow sockets
 there — in exchange for a £300 price
| reduction. And therein lies the nub of this
| Arcam's significance: at £1000, it’s pitched
‘head-to-head with Denon’s AVR-3805
| and Yamaha’s RX-V2400RDS (soon to be
| replaced with a°2500-series model).

And remarkably, the AVR250 doesn’t
just compete with its Japanese rivals, it
thrives in their company. The Brit receiver’s
specification is well up to the mark, lacking
only automatic installation, and we can live
without that. Everything else you need is
here, from seven channels of 75w output
(reconfigurable to five channels with
biamplified front speakers if you prefer) to
a comprehensive array of processing and
decoding options. Those who want to make
the most of their system set-up options
will also relish features like the component
video upconversion (for optimum-quality
video switching), which can be reconfigured
to operate as RGB switching, with a sync
signal carried on an additional composite
video input, for those intent on using Scart
connectors throughout their systems.

The AVR250looks good on paper, and
it sounds fantastic in practice. Although
less powerful than its sibling, there’s never
a hint of distress about its delivery, nor
any doubt that it’s treating your ears to the
fullest possible extent of the recorded sound,
whether a fearful explosion or a whispered
off-camera utterance. The balance is always
composed, always disdainfully classy, even
if you choose to use comparatively
challenging loudspeakers: while 75w per
channel might not appear a great deal, it’s
comfortably enough to ensure supreme
sonic composure on the limit. No break-up,
no hardening of the sound, no colouration
towards the frequency extremes: just sweet,
consistent tonal purity. Thatand a big old
slab of red-meat muscle, of course.

Justas the amplification and preamp
stages are well sorted, so the Arcam’s

AT A GLANCE

Arcam DiVA AVR250 £1000

THE FACTS

Value for money KXY XY}
Although £1000 is a lot of cash, you won't
find many receivers that eclipse the Arcam
for value. it's a great hi-fi receiver as welt
as afine muitichannet listen.

Sound guality KXY Y]

Superb. If good stereo sound is a real issue
to you, use the internal amplification to
biamplify your front speakers.

Build quality EXXY T

There's nothing to suggest that the Arcam
isn't solidly assembled, but some rivals are
built to even higher standards.

Features EYYY Y}

Missing in dispatches? A full set of preouts
and no automatic installation. However, the
Arcam'’s got everything else you'll need.

EN TR

processing and decoding sections shine.
Listen in seven-channel mode, and
the AVR250 generates a soundfield of
wonderful complexity and richness,
layering dense slabs of surround
information on to a lavishly textured
multichannel soundfield. Sounds are
moved with eye-watering speed, too:
the AVR250’s processing, based on
the latest Crystal Semiconductors
CS49400 DSP chip, is top-notch.

So far so fabulous, but the best news,
depending on your perspective, is reserved
until last. The AVR250 is also a great stereo
listen, especially if you biamplify your
front speakers. In other words, it’s the ideal
one-box choice if you take your music as
seriously as your movies.

Exclusive yet competitive, well built
and respectably affordable — that’s the
AVR250’ appeal, and that’s why it’s the
most significant Arcam product in years.

Amplification 7x75w
Decading Dolby Pro-
Logic i, Dolby Digitai
EX, DTS-ES, DTS NEO:6,
Analogue Inputs 7
Digital inputs 3 coaxial,
3optical

Digital outputs coaxial,
optical

Six-channel input Yes
Video inputs 3
component, 5 S-Video,
5 composite

Video outputs 3 S-Video,
component, 3 composite
dimensions (hxwxd)
14.5%43.3x42cm
Weight 15.5kg

For more details

Tel 01273 203203
www.arcam.co.uk

MAIN RIVAL

Rotel RSX1056
£1200
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Powerful, sophisticated and
extremely capable, the Rotelis =~
afine all-rounder, offering i
musicality to matchits movie
muscle, but it's only 5.1.




